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tO THE READER. 



XH18 humble performance does not invoke any 
of the muses ; their visits are seldom volunteered ; 
tfnd the writer fearing she might be overlooked, 
has not presumed to call upon them. The recital 
in the following pages contains a narrative of do- 
mestic occurrences, and may be useful to those 
who have occasion to cross the Atlantic ; it may 
also serve as a check to many, who, dissatisfied 
with their lot here, imagine that change of place 
will ensure happiness and procure wealth : expe- 
rience teaches wisdom ; and many a discontented 
wanderer finds, too late, that he has sacrificed 
real liberty to an imaginary idol ; and that labour 
is every where necessary to obtain subsistence. 
The Americans will perhaps say that I have chosen 



TO THE READER. 

to describe the worst part of the United States ; 
but the Virginians must acknowledge the truth of 
every assertion* I relate only what I saw ; and 
have confined my descriptions to the places where 
I long resided. Their political history I leave to 
abler pens, having only aimed at amusing my 
readers with incidents within my own knowledge \ 
and trusting to the kindness ft generous public 
eften shews to those who solicit their indulgence, 

I remain. 

With the greatest respect, 

The reader's obliged humble servant, 

THE AUTHORESS. 

London, Feb. SO, 1809. 
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VOYAGE 



ACROSS THE ATLANTIC. 



PART I. 



X O share an absent husband's* woe, 
And ease his griefs, I wish'd to go 
Across the seas, and join once more 
His fete, tho' on a distant shore; 
My friends oppos'd the rash design, 
And wish'd I would the plan resign ; 



* The gentleman I married was a native of England. 
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Bat I before my God had bow'd, 
And at his sacred altar vow'd, 
My plighted faith I there had pass'd, 
To love and honour to the last ; 
I think I said obey him too, 
I firmly meant I so would do. 
And ev*ry person will allow* 
I faithfully performed my vow ; 
And sought the wild Virginian shore* 
Tho' it was rumour'd he was poor. 
A vessel readily was found, 
For Norfolk's famous harbour bound ; 
All comforts that a ship could give, 
I from the captain did receive ; 
But tho' civility was there, 
Attended with each friendly care, 
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A voyage to women must appear 

A constant state of hope and fear; 

And dull enough it would have been, 

But for the comic steerage scene. 

The actors in that lower sphere 

Were gather'd from the Lord knows where! 

The first* of that most precious tribe 

A printer was, a sort of scribe, 

A man who told great Astley's fame, 

And sounded his important name 

In handbills, pufis, and high applause, 

But gave him slip, and left his cause; 

For having heard on t'other side 

The Atlantic, if he but apply'd, 

He might with printing, and by puff, 

A fortune make from such like stuff; 

♦ He settled to the north of Virginia, and did well. 
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So stole away his printiug-press, 

And join'd the numerous steerage mess ; 

But then he could not go alone, 

So took a madam of the town. 

The next* in rank, a blacksmith once, 

A cunning knave, and not a dunce, 

Detennin'd he would heat no more 

His forge upon an English shore ; 

But cross the main, and try to be 

A citizen of high degree ; 

So, like the other, slunk on board, 

And with him brought a precious horde, 

For he six children with him took, 

Of ev'ry age, and ev'ry look ; 

And tho' he had a wife, 'tis said, 

He carried off his neighbour's maid, 

• He went into the back countr> . 
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To live with him, and seek the land 

Where they thought dollars at command. 

A sturdy brute* yon next may view, 

A fisherman, a smuggler too 

He long had been, and money made? 

But fearing to pursue the trade, 

He pack'd his stores, and brought ins joys, 

A wife, with seven great vulgar boys, 

On board the vessel all to be, 

United in one company* 

The steerage was this group to hoM» 

With three or four of note nntold : 

Think, if you can, of such a set. 

Together thus in roguery met, 



• He bought land in Kentucky, made has sons work it, and 
Sot rich. 
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i 

Vou may suppose, and very true, 
The deck was seldom fit for view; 
For when I wish'd to take the air, 
And have the deck a little clear. 
The captain was oblig'd to go, 
And order the bright set below* 
Was I each trifle to pursue, 
And bring each object into view, 
I should myself and readers tire, 
So little was there to admire : 
Suffice it only to relate, 
A squall, that nearly prov'd our fate, 
Three weeks we on the waves had toss'd, 
And lost the sight of England's coast ; 
The wind bad kindly fill'd our sails, 
With steady, soft, propitious gales ; 
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All promis'd we should safely gain 
Our passage 'cross the spacious main; 
When ev'ry hope was almost cross'd, 
And in the briny ocean lost: 
A squall ! a squall ! the sailors cry*d, 
And to the ropes their hands appl/d; 
But ere they quick enough could be, 
Three sails were floating on the sea : 
The loud confusion that prevail'd, 
My er'ry thought and sense assaifd; 
Alone, within the cabin's bound, 
I heard the loud tumultuous sound. 
And knew not what to hope or fear, 
For all was discord I could hear ; 

So calmly I a corner chose, 

< 

Till time should the event disclose; 
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Could hardly in the corner get, 
When table, chests, and boxes met 
Around my seat, and form*d a fort, 
From which to 'scape I'd no resort; 
A few tears then uiy eyes oppress'd, 
And female weakness fitt'd my breast. 
Thus dreadfully an hour was spent, 
Still close within my prison pent; 
No hope appeared, no one came nigh — 
I sigh'd, yet felt resigned to die; 
When joyful shouts assail'd my ears — 
The vessel her right posture wears* 
Again erect on ocean's breast, 
All present fears were lull'd to rest; 
The danger o'er, the captain thought 
Of the poor passenger he brought, 
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And sent the steward down to see, 
What was become of wretched me* 
The steward, frighten'd, I suppose, 
Just ope'd the door, and show'd his nose ; 
But seeing the confusion there. 
Ran swiftly back, and did declare 
That I was dead, and crush'd between 
The chests and boxes he had seen; 
Which made the captain swear an oath, 
His mates were lazy fellows both ; 
For, ere we left the Downs, they should 
Have fastened all things safe and good. 
But, willing to inspect my fate, 
He ventured down in trembling state ; 
For well he knew be might expect, 
That folks would say it was neglect. 
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He was delighted when he found. 
His frightened prisoner safeund sound ; 
Who, when released from present fear, 
Again did hope's sweet aspect wear; 
And while remaining on the deep, 
Strove the same pleasing mind to keep. 
Nothing worth notice more befel, 
Except a quarrel,' which I'll tell. 
It was began by printer's lady, 
A little in her love unsteady^ 
Forsaking the poor devil's fate, 
She join d her fortune with the mate. 
So printer and the mate made ready, 
To fight a duel for the lady : 
But I the assignation heard, 
And put the captain on his guard, 
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« 

Who tbe discovery so well timing, 

He caught them both their pistols priming ; 

Tbe lady* on a hen-coop sitting, 

To judge who best her love was fitting. 

The mate before the mast was sent ; 

Within the bold the printer went ; • 

And madam was obliged to be 

A kind of pris'nejr while at sea. 

Nine weeks of care at length were o'er, 

When we descr/d the wish'dVfor shore. 

Then safe in Hampton f roads at last, 

Our anchors, fore and aft, were cast 

Gladly I trace my first surprise, 

When the new country met my eyes; 



• She married tbe mate, spent his money, and afterwards 
died of want. 

♦The entrance to Norfolk harbour. 
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When to my wood'ring view appeared, 
Trees, as if on the ocean reared ; 
No land I saw, but length of way, 
The growing vision seem'd to play ; 
And on the rough tempestuous tide, 
The tow'ring fir-trees seem'd to ride* 
" Is this/' said 1, " your western coast? 
" Are these the beauties it can boast 1 
O give/' said I, " O give again. 
Our English glories on the main ; 
" Give me the cliffs of Albion's height, 
Whose awful grandeur strikes the sight." 
Stop, madam, yet," the captain cry'd, 
" You little of our shore have spyM ; 
" Look now, the land, you see, appears, 
" And all its beauteous verdure wears ; 
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" It certainly must strike your sight, 
" Like morning from the darksome night ; 
" The trees so fresh and green appear, 
" It looks like summer all the year." 
A retrospective sigh confess'd, 
I felt the difFrence in my breast. 
But " O! lov'd land, for ever lost, 
" Where all my early bliss was crowd ; 
" Not all this verdant green I see. 

Shall thy grand beauties drive from me; 

Thy absent daughter still will mourn, 
" The hours that never can return ; 
" Not this low shore, that nothing shows, 
" But trees on trees in endless rows; 
" Without a house to change the scene, 
" But green, for ever lasting green, 
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" Its verdure can no charm impart, 

" To wean from Albion's cliffs my heart." 

Thus while 1 spoke, the cannon's roar 

Informed me we approached the shore; 

Theanswering guns our vessel fir*d, 

Declar'd the pleasure they inspir'd 

To all the crew ; but as for me, 

I knew not what was heav'n's decree; 

For ere my foot was set on land, 

A letter was convey'd to hand, 

Telling me him, for whom I rcYd, 

To Alexandria* was removed ; 

That with his brother I should stay, 

Until a vessel sail'd that way, 

I had no choice, so went on shore, 

The evening clouds were passing o'er ; 

• Three hundred miles from Norfolk. 
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And as they shadow'd, seem'd to say, 
Stranger, thy prospects fade away ; 
For there, when Phoebus hides his ray, 
No twilight lengthens out the day. 
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DEPRESSED while I in Norfolk stay'd, 
To leave the house almost afraid ; 
The yellow fever raging there, 
Made it ansafe te take the air ; 
That very little could I see, 
Yet poor that little seem'd to be. 
For soon a vessel was prepared, 
And out for Alexandria clear'd, 



( 



\ 

\ 



i 
• i 



22 PASSAGE V? THE FATOMAK, 



I took my passage, and was johrtl, 
By many, for that place de«ign'd ; 
We form'd a pretty num'rous set, 
Ai fourteen in the cabin met; 
Four women we iu number were, 
And two' great girls, plac'd in our care: 
Six men, not very gculle truly, 
Inclining rather to tii' unruly ; 

■ 

The captain, and a veteran old, 

• < • 

Made up the number 1 hare told. 

- • » <. 

Of this old man I more must say, 
His name was John or Thomas Wray *, 
His figure tall, and worn with care; 
His aspect mild, aud white his hair ; 



• He died at St. Mary's the f 41 owing year, withoulpermittfot 
liimsclf to be shaved. 
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Yet in his looks there seera'd to be 
A kind of forc'd complacency : 
And I was struck with some surprise, 
.To see his beard's enormous size ; 
One cherisfaTd lock, with ribbon tyM, 
Heach'd to his knee in angry pride ; 
For in his youth it seems he swore. 
That he would never shave it more, 
Till he revenge -had amply took, 
For some affront he could not brook ; 
Thus keeping his fierce rage alive, 
Showing that he would ne'er forgive ; 
Tho' years had pass'd, and time layM low 
The object of his wicked vow. 
The vessel scarce could take us all, 
She was a sloop, and rather small ; 
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No after-cabin, all one room, 
To eat and sleep in was our doom ; 
The beds along the aide* were plac'd, 
Each with a little curtain grac'd ; 
One over th' other in a row, 
Not unlike pigeon-holes did show, 
Just room to lay, for when within, 
I thought it had my coffin been; 
And ttr'd indeed must be the soul, 
Who e'er could sleep in such a hole* 
Twas at the close of afternoon, 
Early in October's moon, 
We left the port with easy sail, 
A pleasant and a cheering gale ; 
The breeze increased, the vessel flew. 
The Cheasapeak* appeared in view ; 

• the bay intQ which most of the large Virginia rivers flow. 
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Twas nearly twelve, we seent'd to fly. 

Upon the billows riding high : 

Too swift, alas! we skim'd the teas, 

Too swift for us the powerful breeze; 

The helmsman coald no longer guide, 

Aloud with fright the sailors cry'd ; 

The vessel seem'd in air to bound, 

Then felt as if she touch'd the ground ; 

Once more she heav'd on high again, 

Then stationary did remain ; 

For on the Tangier* rocks we'd run, 

The moon her evening course had done, 

Black darkness o'er the deep prevailed. 

And ev'ry heart within us fiuTd, 

Horror on ev'ry car resounded, . 

When some one cry'd, the vessel's 

* A clatter of rocks la the bay. 



26 PASSAGE UP THE PATOMA&. 

The captain try'd our hopes to cheer, 
By saying, there was little fear ; 
Twas true we'd struck, but yet with care, 
The sloop again the sea might wear ; 
fie only wanted three or four 
To come on deck, he wish'd no more ; 
Others, be said,, below must rest, 
While up aloft they did their best 
Four quickly <ltd the deck ascend, 
The captain's orders to attead. 
The passengers, in mournful pHgbt, 
Lamenting by a feeble light, 
Which, nearexlisjguish'd, shew'd a ray 
Expiring, like their hopes, away ; 
For not a voice was heard to speak, 
With cheering sound their fears to break ! 
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But silent, and expecting death, 
Each shortly drew the frighten'd breath; 
No one dar'd -move — 'twas awful fear — 
Twas anxious hope and broken pray V ; 
Each mentaHy appear d to say, 
Father of Heav'n, to thee we pray ; 
O send thy powerful help, and save 
Thy suppliant servants from the grave ; 
And give thy aid, that they once more 
May see their friends, and reach the shore* 
Thus while -our thoughts were rais'd on high, 
To him whose summons none can fly, 
The expiring lamp, whose feeble light, 
At intervals, had cheerM our sight, 
With fluttering shade and dying rays. 
In one last effort queoch'd its blaze. 
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At that dread moment ev'ry breast, 

With fear of instant death impress'd, 

Their voices rab'd with one accord, 

And each tongue utter'd, " Mercy, Lord, 

When shouts of gladness rend the air, 

And rous'd us from our fixt despair. 

" She floats, she floats," they loudly cry'd, 

" Again she will the waters ride." 

" She's off! she's off 1 she bears the sea P 

The captain cry'd in extacy ; 

" Again we're safe, again we're right, 

" We'd better now, till morning light 

" Lay too, and wait returning day, 

" To lead us farther on our way." 

We needed rest, for all our powers 

Had been exerted full two hours; 



* 
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And scarcely could our senses keep, 
At thus escaping from the deep ; 
Joy is move powerful sure than grief. 
When suddenly she brings relief; 
When from the depths of felt despair,. 
She tafces the trembler to her care. 
Those only who- have known the state, 
And felt the scenes that I relate, 
Can tell the bliss our bosoms cheer'd, 
When the first streaks of day appeared ; 
Which shew'd us we were safe again, 
And gently floating on the main. 
The Sun bis glorious- influence shed ; 
.At his bright beams our terrors fled ; 
We bail'd the morn with grateful tears,. 
And felt relievM from all our fears : 
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I've oft the beauteous thought admir'd, 
Which such a simile iuspir'd ; 
Now the comparison was plain, 
For I had seen the angry main, 
When it a furious part had playM, 
And calm, as he had wish'd Hie maid. 
A few hours past, a gentle gale 
Began to give us easy sail ; * 
The wind in vision to play, 
And o'er the calm to make its ways 
Along the side it first did creep* 
Then gently took a wider sweep ; 
Till o'er the surface it prevails, 
And kindly spreading-, fiU'd our sails, 
We went before the friendly wind, 
And soon the river's current find. 



I 
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Now fields of verdure met my view, 
Not such as I've describ'd to you, 
When first we pass'd the capes * between, 
And nothing saw but endless green ; 
Now cultivated lands arise, 
The towering corn my eyes surprise, 
A lively object in the scene, 
Of giant stature, cheerful green ; 
Its numerous skins, with cautious care, 
Conceals the soft and silken hair ; 
Guarding the food of this warm dime 
From insects, till the rip'ning time ; 
From ten to sixteen feet it grows, 
Planted always in equal rows. 

* Capes Henry and Charles, on the entrance to Virginia* 
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With current slow/,, anc} e W *MV 

We went before the, gentle g*le ; 

On either s#fi, in ey'iy.way^ 

Signs of industry bore, a swqy.; 

For here and there a house wps seen, 

The negro hutfoftpe^p'dbetWQeq,; 

And now and then a smutty face. 

Appear'd, to deck ^ v^c,ant place. ;- 

With capering, cut>s» that seemM to me 

A set of monkies, wj|4jand>rF€e, 

Dress'd or un^res&'d IcpuWiUPt sqe; 

So ask'd, what creatures they might be 1 

Was soon inform'd. those little. creatures. 

Were stamp'd with form. and. human .features ; 

Who outy play VI their oresent sport. 

Til! they could be of more import. 
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We row'd and tow'd, saiTd;and stood still,, 

Just as the wind was. good or ill ; . 

We'd time enough to look about* 

The wind grew slack — tile mate had sport ; 

For with a passenger he went, * 

To get some butter the intent ; 

But I myself believe they sought 

What straggling fowls were to be caught ; 

For when they came on board again, 

They with them brought of geese a twaSt; 

A turkey struggling for. his life; 

And laugh'd much at the farmer's wife, 

Who, while she sold her eggs and butter, 

Heard none of her poor poultry mutter. 

Soon now St. Mary's* met our view ; 

Near to the shore our vessel drew. 

* A village on the Maryland side of the river. 
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Old Wray, and several more beside, 
» 
Were landed first convenient tide. 

As we our passage on pursu'd, 

With tome astonishment I view'd 

The sturgeon, which so plenty are, 

They're not thought worth the fisher's care ; 

. Even the negroes will not eat 

The fish which we think such a treat; 

And make agreement, when they're hir'd, 

They shall not often be desir'd, 

Or forc'd against their will, to eat, 

But now and then, off sturgeon meat: 

It's bacon, bacon, is their fare; 

They'd sooner choose to live on air, 

Than too much fresh, or too much fish, 

For bacon's the Virginian's dish. 
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The wind adverse we often found ; 
We tack'd and tack'd, made little ground ; 
Yet still we mov'd, though slowly, on, 
And anchored just off Mount Vernon *• 
The sky serene, the evening bright, 
The house among the trees in sight, 
Nothing of grandeur there was seen, 
The mansion only not quite mean ; 
Small park and pleasure ground appeared, 
Cedars and firs, by nature rear'd, 
Shewing at once the small estate, 
Of one who aini'd not to be great; 
Who, with his moderate wealth content, 
Would no false outward show present. 

•The seat of the late General Washington: the river at this 
part is about two of three miles wide. 
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As of this Cincinnatus more 
I shall shall 'have cause to gpeak on shore, 
I will not now the theme pursue, 
Or bring tlie hero into view* 
We crept along 4he tedious night, 
When, with the morning's rising light, 
In view our destin'd port* we saw, 
Yet not a sail the wind could draw.; 
We seem'd as rf we stood to gaze, 
Viewing the object with amaze ; 
Boats, oars, men, all to move us try'd, 
But wind and tide the ait detyd ; 
Three hours in view She harbour stood, 
At last we slowly in were tow'd ; 

• Alexandria. 
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Where landing on the welcome shore, 
Rejoic'd to think our troubles o'er ; 
Glad to repose from all our fears, 
We to oblivion gave our cares. 



END OF PART II. 
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ALEXANDRIA, 



PART III. 



SAFE on the land, my mind at ease, 
No fear of wind, or Tagtng seas ; 
Compos'd each object I coold see, 
For all was novelty to toe ; 
And being rested, wished to view 
The streets and place, to me so new, 
RovM o'er the town, in hopes to find 
Something of the amusing kind ; 
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Bat all was quiet, all serene, 
Nothing like traffic to be seen; 
Loit'ring tbe men were always found, 
And any idle tale went round, 
That gave a change to the dull face, 
Of ev'ry mortal in the place. 
Tbe town itself was neat to view, 
The streets built regularly true ; 
To form at ev'ry part a square, 
Had been designed with anxious care ; 
But business from the place had fled. 
And all exertion seem'd as dead, 
No one with energy would start, 
Except arriv'd a country cart, 
With better beef or better flour 
Than had' been seen for many an hour ; 
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Then you might haste and bustle view, 
For each man, to his int'rest true, 
Made speed a bargain to obtain, 
And try the best he could to gain 
The choice of what the cart had brought, 
And happy he who first it caught. 
The beef was fine, the butter good, 
And flour, as I have understood, 
The very best that can be found, 
Is raised on Alexandria's ground. 
The place was mean, the people poor, 
The same dull scene went constant o'er, 
No change, except approaching cold, 
Which there in frozen fetters hold 
The bold Patojnak in a chain 
Of ice, approaching near the main ; 
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Suck dull stupidity was there* 
I thought it seein'd exceeding, clear 
That those who chose to liye and stay 
In this same Alexandria, 
Must feed on air, or for a treat, 
Their household furniture soon eat* 
When on the fourteenth of December, 
The day Virginians well remember, 
News came to town, their hero great, 
Was hast'ning to his mortal fete; 
Their Washington, ador'd by all, 
Within the arms of death must /all ; 
No hope appealed, fojr he was sick, 
And had sent down for Doctor Dick* ; 
Tho' not so soon his help he sought, 
As certainly he should and ought; 

• His old friend and companion through the war. 
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But tenderness fori bjs old friemj, 
Forbade him in the night to .send,. 
And rouse him fjroin a ; pl$a$juit sleep, 
His friend's last agpnio* to weep ; 
But soon as morn illum'd the sfcy, 
His kind advice he vfish'd to try, 
Therefore sent woitf-th^t he was, ill, 
And ask'd attendance qfhis. skill; , 
Wish'd he would come and give his, aid, 
Not that he was of.death afraid ; 
Yet for the living it; was best, 
The doctor shc-ujcl his thoughts suggest, 
No time was lost, the doctor flew, 
Mount Vernon quickly was in view ; 
When there a scene the doctor found, 
Of ev'ry hope the certain wound; 
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The gen'ral livVJ, and calmly bore 
The agonies his bosom tore : 
He saw his friend, with eager eyes, 
Express a sorrowing sad surprise, 
And read his fate, yet calmly spoke, 
His voice alone the silence broke: 
" I see, my friend—I see your eye, 
" Think not I'm unprepared to die; 
" My Maker's call I must obey, 
" On earth no longer doom'd to stay, 
" I'm quite resign'd— O! do not grieve, 
« That I this world of trouble leave : 
" My wife/' he mournfully did say, 
As on the pillow prop'd he lay ; 
A tear bedew'd his manly cheek, 
A second pass'd e'er he could speak : 
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* I would take leave/' once more be said. 
Then faintly tried to raise his head. 
Gazing on her his soul adnuYd, 
He almost instantly expir'd ; 
O'er all his features death had cast 
The serious look, which was his last : 
Stern pleasure o'er his face had crept, 
While in the arms of death he slept; 
He clos'd his eyes, and breatb'd his last, 
Just as his negroes gathered fast, 
A last farewell to speak and hear, 
From him who to each soul was dear; 
But all was o'er, his voice was still, 
Obedient to his Maker's will. 
If sorrow is a proof of grief, 
Virginia gave it to her chief; 
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For not an eye but dropp'd a tear, 
The soldier, and the man was dear ; 
The private friend, the hero brave, 
Had sunk for ever to his grave. 
Yet time will calm the fiercest grief, 
And cease to mourn her fav'rite chief; 
Sorrow will rest upon his grave, 

And thoughts of him no aid could save ; 

* 

No power of man new breath can give, 

Or bid the expiring mortal live. 

His bones to rest with honor laid, 

All for the now-lost hero pray*d ; 

Each sect united to declare, 

They gave for Washington a prayer : 

Mourn'd for the man who nuVd their name, 

From abject fate to growing lame ; 
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Who, independent of reward, 
Stood his defenceless country's guard ; 
And thinking her oppressed by laws, 
Stepp'd forth to vindicate her <ause ; 
The independence which she gain'd, 
His prudence and his sword obtained ; 
When, gaining what his heart desiril, 
He from the field of strife retired ; 
Removing from a public life, 
He rested with his much-lovM wife ; 
All show, all glory, long laid by, 
He only hVd prepared to die. 
The hero to his grave consigned, 
To other thoughts I turn my mind ; 
And being daily uYd to see 
The people of this new country; 
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And knowing from what stock they rose, 
Could scarce my countenance compose, 
When I have heard them proudly name 
Their ancestors, of glorious fame ; 
Who only could remembered be 
By those who brought them 'cross the sea. 
Once I remember I was pleas'd. 
To see a family well teas'd : 
For ostentatiously they try'd, 
A neighbour near them to deride ; 
Whose father, like their own, had been 
A traveller across the main ; 
But they could not exactly say, 
Whose father first was sent his way: 
J Twas laughable to hear the two, 
Place their pretensions full in view. 
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My father came in such a year :" 
" Mine came much sooner, I declarer' 
Yours came, you say ! I know it's true, 
And can your narrative pursue ; 
" He came not at his own desire." 
At which the other taking fire, 
With quick response, declared, " he kuew 
V What t'other meant to bring in view; 
" But he could also make it known, 
" His father did not come alone." 
The fact most certainly was clear, 
Both were transported the same year; 
But one had a good fortune made, 
The other still was forc'd to trade. 
The subject I'll however change, 
And to some other topic range ; 
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Endeavour truly to repeat, 

The luxury of a calf s-bead * treat ; 

The head, feet, liver, lights, and heart, 

Prepaid with culinary art; 

Some fiy*d, some stewM, some hash'd, some boil'd, 

Somethnes well dies**d, though oiYner spoiPd ; 

fat bacon constant food was there, 

And sweet potatoes fry'd with care, 

Complete this curious hill of fine. 

To such a dinner most divine, 

My spouse and I were asktf to dine; 

When I at table took my seat, 

And with surprise reviewed the meat; 



• A dinner often given Id company in Virginia; making a 
great show at a small essence: generally seven dishes oat of 
the heed and pluck. 
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I look'd around on ev'ry guest, 

To see how each calf's head was dress'd ; 

Thinking they might have took more care. 

And better comb'd their lanky hair; 

And not such taste in cookery shown, 

By dressing up one head alone. 

To me it seem'd an odd conceit, 

To have no other kind of meat; 

Nor soup, nor fish, nor wheaten bread, 

Hoe-cake* alone to this calf's head; 

Fd not been uafd to such odd fere, 

So could do little else but stare; 

And thought at home I'd rather dine, 

Than on a dinner dress'd so fine. 

Tet think not they have nothing good, 

I would not so be understood; 

* A thin cake made of Indian meal. 
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For much they boast their duckt so fine, 
On them it is worth while to dine ; 
As certainly they far exceed, 
The ducks of any other breed ; 
So very large and fat they are, 
They will not distant carriage bear ; 
And only can be had in prime, 
The early part of winter time ; 
When all the folks who lo? e good eating, 
And think of little else but treating, 
With pleasure oft their Kps will snmok, 
When speaking of a canvas back*. 
Their oysters, too, a favorite dish, 
Are good as any one can wish ; 
Exceeding f?t, and very large, 
Though purchased at a moderate charge. 

• A very Urge wild dock. 
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I've seen them of so fine a sort, 

When open'd, twelve would fill a quart ! 

They're mostly lik'd, when plac'd beside 

A roasted turkey, nicely fty'd ;. 

But ev'ry way they're very good. 

And, through the winter, wholesome food. 

Id fact, if nothing was desir/d, 

But what for eating is requir'd, 

People quite well enough might live, 

If that could ev'ry comfort give ; 

Bat as much more is always found 

Wanting on this earthly ground. 

And great exertions must be made 

By those who are to live by trade ; 

Who have their fortunes yet to make, 

By labouring for their children's sake ; 
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For such as those the place, though neat, 
Was too much like a snog retreat ; 
And not at all for business fit, 
We therefore meant the place to quit; 
But could not at that moment go, 
As there had been a tall of snow, 
Follow'd by frost, intense and cold. 
Which did in icy bondage bold' 
The river, and the harbour o'er, 
As if it meant to break no more ; 
The whole appear'd a plate of glass, 
A large extended frozen mass ; 
The sky as clear as summer sky, 
The sun-beams, dazzling to the eye, 
Gave to the scene a cheerful look, 
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Much of that weary foggy time. 
Found often in a southern clime. 
During this season there came down 
Some Indians, from a distant town, 
Who through that place were making progress. 
On business to the sitting congress : 
They chose to rest upon their way, 
And linger there a night and day; 
. Roving about in hopes to spy 

Things that might please their envious eye. 
All o'er the town they caus'd amaze ; 
People did little eke but gaze, 
Watching these strangers as they went, 
Anxious to know for what intent, 
They to the congress were applying, 
Or what new treaty ratifying; 
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When, with my husband in his store *, 
I, like the rest, was gaping o'er 
The curious tribe, and, all araaz'd, 
Intently on their features gaz'd ; 
Not thinking they would look on me, 
Guess then how frigbten'd I must be, 
When suddenly they turn'd around, 
And through our door-way entrance found 
My changing colour told my fright, 
I try'd to hide me from their sight ; 
For fierce the aspect that they bore ; 
Dirty the coverings which they wore ; 
Their skin appear'd their clothes between, 

» 

And naked all one shoulder seen ; 
Across which hung a monstrous bow, 
The tomahawk was slung below ; 

* The tame as shop. 
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Within their bells some arrows stood, 
With knives, supposed to cut their food : 
Their looks were dark, austere their eye, 
They made a sign I should not fly; 
And tr/d to make my husband see, 
They meant no injury to me ; 
Yet though at his command I staid, 
My trembling said I was afraid ; 
When he who seera'd the chief of these, 
Thinking he would my fears appease, 
His hand upon my necklace lay'd, 
Then touch'd the feather on my head, 
Trying to make me understand 
He wanted tbem within his hand : 
My necklace quickly off I tore, 
And gave the feather I had wore ; 
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He seem'd delighted, danc'dand sung, 

The others disappointed, hang 

« 

Their heads, with anger in their eyes, 
As if they would dispute his prize ; 
My husband try'd their rage to low'r, 
By giving trifles from the store ; 
One chose a knife, and seem'd to try 
Its sharpness with a sparkling eye ; 
The next a pair of scissars took, 
Pleas'd with the brightness of their look : 
A long steel watch-chain charm'd the last, 
On it an anxious look he cast, 
Eager to have it did appear, 
And quickly hung it on his ear; 
Still not content, with jealous eyes 
Again they view'd their chieftain's prize, 
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My feather, plac'd upon his hair, 
My necklace, dangling from his ear, 
Was by them all so much admir'd, 
That they by signs again desir'd . 
I'd give each man a feather too, 
Then quietly away they'd go ; 
So I was forc'd to fetch some more, 
That we might get this visit o'er : 
Tho' with my feathers loath to part, 
And very angry in my heart, 
I gave them in this awkward cause, 
To rid me of the Catabaws *. 
Who all the day grotesque appeared, 
With my tall feathers highly rear'd, 
Encircled with a cock-tail crown, 

Of red and yellow, black and brown* 

■ 

• Indians residing between North and South Carolina. 
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Their dress already I have told, 
Their air was fierce, their manners bold ; 
And when they from the town withdrew, 
A blanket o'er their shoulders threw; 
And glad was I they march'd away. 
At sunrise on the following day. 
With the new year a change appear'd, 
The ice broke up, the river clear'd, 
Vessels again pass'd to and fro, 
Again from place to place could go ; 
A schooner in the harbour lay, 
For Norfolk on an early day; 
The opportunity we chose, 
To leave this town of calm repose. 
We sail'd before a fevering wind, 
Swiftly went on the breezes kind ; 
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The ev'ning of the second day, 
We safely in the harbour lay. 
Now for a time 111 stop my pen, 
Rested, will take it up again ; 
Bring Norfolk's borough full in view. 
Yet nothing tell but what is true ; 
Nothing but what I really found, 
While living on Virginia's ground. 



END OF PART III. 
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In Norfolk meaning to remain. 

We try*d a dwelling to obtain ; 

But houses being few for rent, 

We wete with lodgings first content ; 

And took two rooms near Market-Square, 

Dirty enough indeed they were ; 

Five windows in one room were plac'd, 

And three with light the other grac'd, 
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Pouring in full the blase of day, 
Which plainly told — no tax to pay, 
For heavVs gay sun-shine, or the bright, 
But milder beams, of Luna's light ; 
Two days we'ad in our lodging been, 
And thought it tolerably clean ; 
The weather cold, I did desire 
They'd make a brisk and cheerful fire; 
When looking on the wfarnvwash/d wall, 
Something, I thought, appeared to eiawl ; 
But not attending, thoughtful sat, 
Reflecting on my varying fate, 
How distant from my native shore, 
And doubts that I should see it more: 
Caused me to heave a pensive sigh, 
The moistening drop just fill'd my eye;. 
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It did not fell, but dim'd the light, 
And threw a cloud across my sight ; 
Which drawing with my hand aside, • 
I thought I on the wall espy'd 
Innumerable insects move, 
And swiftly o'er the white-wash rove; 
I look'd, and thought my sight not clear, 
So left my seat, approaching near, 
They look'd like bugs, but could that be, 
Where so much light and air was free; 
I must be wrong, for if s allowed, 
Of cleanliness they're very proud ; 
Surpris'd, I for the mistress call, 
Who own'd this live and moving wall ; 
She at my questions look'd around, 
And soon the marching army found. 
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" O ! ma'am, they're chintzes," she did say : 
" Chintzes/' said I ; " pray what are they V 
" They're insects, ma'am," she coolly said, 
" Who trouble us sometimes in bed ; 
" This room has not been us'd for years, 
" As evidently now appears; 
" The fire you've lit has brought them out, 
" You'll quickly conquer them, no doubt ; 
" Just get some lime, and wash the wall, 
" Twill shut them in, their nits and all." 
O! then they're bugs; dear madam, pray, 
Do they run always in this way?" 
" Not quite," said the, " for spring and fall, 
" We plaster them within the wall." 
So careless down again she went, 
When I, determin'd and intemV 
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My enemies with speed to kill, 
Approach'd them with a right good-will ; 
A bason in one hand I kept, 
And with the other gently swept 
The fathers, mothers, grandsires, all 
The numerous progeny did fall, 
Into the bason, where I'd got 
Some water, very scalding hot ; 
When all the families I'd caught, 
There was hundreds, it was thought; 
The rooms were clean'd, and seem'd to be 
From all the crawling vermin free; 
Which, when I first the chintzes view'd, 
I thought indeed they never could* 
Things now went tolerably well, 
For trifles it's not worth to tell ; 
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The weather fine, I wahVd about 
To see the town, and view the fort 
The town is built upon the shore, 
In length about a mile or more; 
Quite to the shore the vessels ride, 
So deep the water, strong the tide ; 
Large warehouses for merchandize, 
Close to the numerous shipping rise : 
To ev'ry port their trade was clear, 
All nations' colours mingle there. 
Next, in a line, tfce stores appear, 
With grog-shops, which the seamen cheer; 
Houses of rendezvous for sailors, 
With doxies, and slop-mending tailors. 
A little further in you'll find, 
Though still on the same line indin'd, 
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The best part of this famous town, 
And by the name of Main Street blown ; 
One end like country much appears, 
The rest a face of traffic wears i 
The custom-house, and what they call 
The exchange, (though I saw none at all,) 
Extend the rest of this long street, 
And there the harbour's entrance meet 
I said I no exchange could view; 
A coffee house there is, it's true ; 
The post-office is also there. 
But nothing like a public square ; 
For when of business merchants treat, 
The County Wharf* is where they meet; 
Where they can barter, buy, and sell, 
And all the news of Norfolk tell. 

•ft boot the middlfc of the wb*rff~ 
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The market was too small by half. 
And held near ta the County Wharf; 
Where fish of various kinds are brought, 
And bacon of the finest sort. 
During fish season the foul air 
Must, I think, raise contagion there ; 
New Eugland boats in numbers bring 
Notions *, and many a wooden thing. 
Their long sauce f, and their short sauce I too, 
About their boats are laid in view. 
The carts all night are coming in, 
As market doth with day begin ; 

•All kind of tin and wooden ware; the latter all made of 
cedar. 

t Carrots, parsnips, dec. 
{Turnip*, potatoes, ire. 
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And those who wish to have the best, 
Must early leave their bed of rest ; 
For should they wait till five or six, 
On no choice dainty can they fix. 
The market chiefly issupply'd, 
By those who from the country ride; 
Who wish their produce soon to sell, 
Making their bargains quick and well, 
And back to their plantations go, 
To see their negroes dig and hoe. 
A few cross streets are to be found, 
Leading into the country round ; 
The town with creeks so intersected, 
That many bridges are erected : 
Bridges they call them, and it's true, 
They're something like when they are new ; 
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But soon the negroes, soon the weather, 
Make them like ruins altogether. 
When first the planks are laid along, 
A nail at each end holding strong, 
It looks secure, and seems to say, 
You may pass safely on this way. 
A hand-rail — here and there a post, 
When first its built, the sides can boast; 
But by degrees they slip away, 
And there is nothing left to stay 
The cautious steps, or guide the hand, 
Till you again are safe on land : 
The natives never think of danger ; 
But I was so entire a stranger 
To quaking bridges, that I found 
It pkasaater to walk on ground. 
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One of these bridges, slight of strength, 
Extended half a mile in length ; 
Reaching from Norfolk to the place 

r 

Where, twice a year, is held a race. 

A race is a Virginian's pleasure, 

For which they always can find leisure : 

For that, they leave their farm and home, 

From ev'ry quarter they can come; 

With gentle, simple, rich, and poor, 

The race-ground soon is cover'd o'er ; 

Negroes the gaming spirit take, 

And bet and wager ev'ry stake ; 

Males, females, all, both black and white, 

Together at this sport unite. 

As carriages to few belong'd, 

The ground was never over throng'd ; 
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No dashing female, whip in hand, 
To shew how well she can command 
Her fiery steeds, whose mettled blood, 
Jockies trace almost to the flood : 
I can't accuse Virginia's fair, 
Of such presumption in their air ; 
I'd rather of their blushes speak, 
That modestly bedecks their cheek. 
And gives an air of innocence, 
Superior to such impudence. 
Two bridges, while I staid, were reared, 
And better to the eye appeared ; 
One from Town-end unto the fort, 
In evening was a nice resort, 
For young and gay to take the air, 
And beaux amuse their favourite fair ; 
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The other on the terge wftt fotind, 
Just at the end of Norfolk's bound ; 
A very handsome bridge indeed, 
And well constructed for (he speed 
Of lovers, who (leligfrt to fly, 
And matrimony's fetters tie; 
For it directly leads them o'er, 
And rests them on that happy shore, 
Where, ' clear of the Virginian land, 
By the first magistrate * at hand, 
They are united, and may come, 
At leisure, to their native home, 
Securely chain'd, for future fife, 
To joy and bliss, or care and strife; 

• A justice will do as well as a clergyman. 
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Though very seldom they repent. 

They thus to Carolina went, 

For almost always friends agree 

To live with them in amity. 

Now I would of their preachers telly 

It will not much my volume swell, 

For Norfolk^ when I first went there, 

Of godliness was pretty clear ; 

Scarce methodism had a place, 

To lead them in the way of grace: 

No church, no meeting-house was there. 

The court-house was the place for pray'r ; 

The benches destin'd for a seat, 

When people on a trial meet, 

During the week, to hear the lawyers 

Fuede their clients and their causes, 
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Was on a Sunday made so clean, 
You'd think it had a chapel been ; 
The desk, where sat the judge of laws, 
When pond'ring o'er a weighty cause, 
A pulpit was on Sunday made, 
From which the parson preach'd and pia/d. 
But to describe the congregation, 
Requires some due consideration ; 
So fine the ladies, so full dress'd, 
They seem'd as all had on their best 
Caps, bandeaus, flowers, lace, and hair, 
Their finery only could compare 
With ladies for a ball array*d, 
Their taste and fancy well displayed. 
That old and young so gay should dress, 
Astonished me; I must confess ; 
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And aaVd, why they o* Soaday chose* 
To wear such very ihooj clothes 1 
They said, if tat* they dfcloot show 
Hieir dress, they'd a* where dse to go* 
I wonderM service had net 
In an cad cfcanh thai I had 
They answered, when the war df pf naVd» 
And rain o'er the place extended, 
The church was very much deatro/o\ 
TTioogh to repair i fhey had trjTdL 
But in the town a schism rose, 
Unsettled yet, they t heref o r e chose, 
That service always shook! he said 
Within the coort-hoiise, hi its stead, 
Tfll a new church should be erected. 
Which very soon they now expected ; 
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As a subscription was quite fill'd, 
And trusted they next month should build. 
Now I will pause, but soon again, 
With new description fill my pen. 
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THE theme o'er which I now must go, 
Brings forward many a scene of woe ; 
Twas when the summer show'rs were fled, 
And autumn's heat was in their stead ; 

^ When all the land was scorch'd and dry, 

> 

The sun yet powerful in the sky; 
The heat intense, the waters low, 
The cattle seek the creeks below; 
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Where standing in the mud so deep, • 
Expiring*, still their posture keep. 
The pumps exhausted, water bad, 
And brackish all that could be had ; 
Parth'd with the heat, all nature dry, 
Fresh water was the gen'ral cry ; 
And oft, that luxury to procure, 
You send a mile at least or more ; 
But by the time it is brought home, • 
And thro' the broiling sun has come, < 
You might as well have been content, 
And not so far your negro sent. 
It's at this season of the year, 
Symptoms of sickness first appear; 



* Great numbers of cattle are lost at this season, by gelling 
too deep in tue mad* 
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Columbia's* angry fiend walks forth, 
And o'er the country pours his wrath ; 
It's then the yellow fever's rage, 
Spares neither yotttb, nor sex, nor age ; 
Most tall beueath the fatal stroke, 
If once the fiend the word has spoke* 
And daily then, it well was known, 
More died than doctor'sf chose to own; 
For, soon as it was morning's light, 
The victims of the passing night 
Were to their graves convey 'd with, haste, 
Time much too precious now to waste; 
For scarce the lingering breath bad fled, 
And they were number'd with the dead, 

• The first uame of America, 
t They try to conceal the. fover as long at gouible. 
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Then, in a coffin ready made, 
Of the contagion sore afraid, 
Some negro laid the corpse at rest. 
Just as it died, and it was dress'd. 
No time the person to deplore, 
The hours for ceremony o'er, 
Not even a prayY the parson gave; 
Thus hundreds went into their grave, 
No bell to toll, no funeral rite, 
The place was melancholy quite* 
Few families but lost a friend ; 
And those who did the corpse attend, 
Were forc'd to deluge all the floor, 
And ev'ry part the mansion o'er, 
With vinegar and spice so well, 
They might not the infection smell ; 
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But very few attention paid 

To the poor otyecft who was dead, 

The rich and poor were forc'd to yield. 

Their friends to rest in potter's * field. 

The Almighty chose I should not be 

Attacked by this calamity; 

Yet, that I might not 'scape all dread, 

It seiz'd my husband in my stead, 

Who soon the raging fever cAught, . 

Which quickly deadened every thought, 

For, lost in wild and dread dismay, 

He with the yellow fever lay ; 

The best advice I could procure, 

Gave little hope of any cure ; 

He was so bad, they could not say, 

They thought he would survive the day I 

• A large bnrying-groaad aboat a mile out of town. 
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Yet the third day should he get o?er» 
And reach the fourteenth, he'd recover. 
This was to me a stroke like death, 
And scarcely dar'd I draw my breath ; 
I fear'd to hope, bat tr/d to trust 
In Him, who's always good and just; 
Towards the second evening's close, 
The fever violently rose ; 
The doctor came, and seem'd to fear 
Approaching dissolution near ; 
But still it pleas'd the gracious pov/r, 
Not to command him at that hour ; 
The fever turn'd before the dawn, 
And hope awaken'd with the morn ; 
For tho' he lost and languid lay, 
He struggled thro 1 that awful day, 
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And e'er the fourteenth day was come, 
His memory bad ceas'd to roam ; 
Then slowly ev'ry hour obtain'd 
Returning strength, and health regain'd. 
Tho' I had breath'd the infectious air, 
Tet God was pleas'd my life to spare, 
Nor for a moment was I ill, 
Tho* hundreds did this fever kill. 
Even the doctor could not be 
Preserved from thb calamity. 
For while he due attendance gave, 
Exerting all his skill to save, 
His art could not himself secure, 
The danger seiz'd him, past a cure ; 
He felt the symptoms, and foretold 
That death had taken certain hold ; 
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Too trae indeed he prophecM, 

For on the thirteenth day he died. 

Thus taken in the prime of life, 

From kindred, and a tender wife; 

Who mourn'd his destiny severe, 

Lamenting o'er his early bier* 

Now let us leave this scene of care. 

And instantly we will repair 

To our new house, for change of air, 

Which we went in, I well remember, 

The beginning of November. 

The house, they said, was very good, 

And built of right well seasosfci wood *? 

Two large rooms were on the ground floor, 

Above the front a chamber o'er; 

• A Virginia phras*. 
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A staircase to th' apartment led, 
With a small room, would bold a bed ; 
O'er the back room that was below, 
Nothing except the roof did go ; 
The negro kitchen stood before 
The entrance to the parlour-door ; 
A smoke-house * near the kitchen stood, 
Those buildings generally are wood ; 
A piece of ground, that made a show, 
Tbo' nothing did within it grow, 
But grass so high, so coarse, and strong, 
Twas difficult to get along. 
For this small mansion in repair, 
Distant from the obnoxious ait 
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Of Norfolk's stink, we ev'ry year 
Paid full two hundred dollars* clear ; 
The rents near that important town 
A great increase had lately known. 
And well it was that they could say, 
There's nothing but the rentf to pay. 
As living is not near so low, 
As people hope when first they go ; 
For tho' somethings may cheap appear, 
Yet there are many very dear. 
The sickly season pass'd away, 
The young, the cheerful, and the gay, 

•The dollar in Virginia is six shillings currency. 

t The only taxes are a small corporation tax for the roads, 
and one dollar on each negro more than fourteen years old* 
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With pleasure saw the time advance, 
When they could have the merry dance ; 
For dancing is their great delight, 
They'd jig with pleasure ev*ry night, 
And always capering would they go, 
Frisking for ever on the toe : 
I've often thought, in winter weather, 
Virginian women made of feather; 
No trade for dancing-masters there, 
Self-taught are all Columbia's fair. 
Sometimes the young men smart appears, 
And some look well, spite of their ears, 
Which standing from their heads so wide, 
Look as if meant their hats should ride, 
Keeping their brains from the great harm, 
Of being covered up too warm; 
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And often makes them look so strange, 
You'd think they after sense did range ; 
For tho 9 it is asserted true, 
A man would have as much to do, 
To cheat Old Nick in his dominion, 
As match in cunning a Virginian ; 
Yet now and then a want of thought, 
With all their cleverness is caught, 
But wit and sense, and such wise things, 
Need not attend on fiddle strings ; 
For if the lad can foot it well, 
And flatfringly some nonsense tell, 
Has a few negroes and plantation, 
He's wise as many in the nation ; 
Among the fair may pick and chuse, 
As few a husband will refuse. 
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We'll leave howe'er the dance, to find 

The cultivation of the mind ; 

How deeply vers'd in learning's lore, 

How well supplied their upper store; 

A disappointment there you'll find, 

No care was taken of the mind. 

They said, when Dunmore* burnt the town, 

Driving them in the country down, 

To live on crabs, or feed on fish, 

They had no time, or yet a wish, 

To think of learning any thiog, 

But bow to struggle with their king; 

They had almost forgot to read, 

And hardly kept alive their breed ; 

• Lord Dunmore, at the commencement of the America* 
war. 
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For when they independence gain'd, 

Returning back to what remain'd 

Of their depopulated town, 

They came with so much anger down, 

Learning seem'd useless to them all, 

They'd much better build a wall ; 

And on their ground, with haste and care, 

Each man his tenement repair ; 

And to the chimneys, which yet stood, 

Again erect a house of wood : 

Thus rais'd once more the fair renown, 

Of what was then call'd Chimney Town *. 

So ev'ry one his land possessed, 

Improving it as he thought best ; 

•Vhen the town was burnt, only three houses were left, bnt 
most of the chimneys stood. 
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And soon the borough was again 
An habitable place for men. 
Who once again began to shine, 
In their lov'd speculative * line. 
The houses built, cost little more 
Then all the walls to whitewash o'er; 
A coat of paint the outside got, 
The roof was tar'd, to save from rot ; 
They neither slate or tile the roof, 
Tis done with shingles f, weather proof. 
The floors well laid, they seldom scour, 
Dry rubbing them at ev*ry hour; 



* No part of the continent so famous for speculation in trade 
as Virginia. 



\ Short pieeea of wood like tiles. 
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And such economists are they, 

Money they spare in ev'ry way ; 

A scrubbing brush Is never seen, 

Yet when they make the flooring clean, 

The negro, with a cocoa shell, 

Can clean the boards as white and well ; 

And if of grease they find a spot, 

An old shoe sole's directly got, 

With which they rub with all their might, 

Till from the wood it's driven quite ; 

Or if too hard for the shoe sole, 

A piece of brick concludes the whole. 

As much of negroes, and their fete, 

Have been discuss'd so very late, 

I shall not dwell upon their case, 

Tho' there are thousands in the place; 
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No other servants can be had, 
They some are good and some are bad ; 
I think myself that much depends 
With those on whom the slave attends ; 
Nature most certainly has given, 
A cunning that with sense is even ; 
For in their looks you oil descry 
Knavery lurking in their eye. 
While I their service did require, 
I always chose their time* to hire ; 
And this great satisfaction have, 
I never bought or sold a slave. 
The ladies take a deal of pride, 

i 

To be in gardening occupi'd ; 

• Negroes can always be hired for the year on the first of Ja- 
nuary, for which yon pay forty or fifty dollars a year, and 
clothe thenu 
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Often will early rise, and go, 

In the cool morn, to plant and sow ; 

And as the gardens don*t produce 

Sufficient for the gen'ral use, 

They send their negroes in the fields, 

For the wild salads nature yields ; 

Such as lamb's-quarters, dock, and poke, 

Purslaio, wild ivy, beet, and croke* ; 

Put all together, bring the cash, 

For hungry mouths eat any trash ; 

And as all greens are boil'd with bacon, 

They may for better sort be taken. 

There's not a lady in the town, 

But sends her vegetables down 

To morning's market, and obtains 

The silver money for her pains. 

* 1* tines of weeds often boiled. 



OFNORFOLK. 107 



Of wealth they have but little store, 
And frequently are very poor ; 
Yet high and low in pride will join, 
And no one touch a copper coin ; 
The reason must be, I suppose, 
The smell offends a Buckskin's * nose ; 
And be the trifle what it may, 
You fourpence halfpenny f must pay. 
As money must be had somehow, 
There ev'ry lady has a cow ; 
What needful milk the house requires, 
Is all the family desires ; 



• A name given the Virginians; their saint Tamany having 
been an Indian banter. 

t The smallest division of a Spanish dollar; for though they 
have a coinage of American dollars, they mostly use the 
•ther. 
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The rest she may to market send, 
Or else accommodate a friend ; 
And she the produce may employ, 
To buy a feather or a toy. 
Think not a cow in Norfolk yields 
The milk as if she had our fields, 
Our English pastures, rich and green, 
(T never there such fields have seen,) 
The cattle ramble thro* the wood, 
Roving about in search of food ; 
Their size is small, their skin is rough, 
The milk they give is poor enough, 
Seldom two quarts full at a time, 
Even when a cow is in her prime ; 
And frequently a quart at most, 
Is all the milking they can boast 
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Talking of milk, I must relate 

The exertions of a neighbouring state ; 

One year a patriotic crew 

Of ladies, who had nought to do, 

Thought they would raise a glorious name, 

And gain the Jerseys lasting ferae, 

By making of a cheese so rare, 

None with it ever could compare ; 

It was so big, I am afraid 

To say how large this cheese was made; 

And if the cows hi Jersey prove 

No better than those nam'd above, 

The people must have gone, I think, 

At least a twelvemonth Vithout milk* 

The Jersey ladies sure were kind, 

When they this monst'rous cheese designed 
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For their great master, Jefferson, 

When hungry, to feed upon : 

They must have thought he had no meat, 

When they sent him this cheese to eat; 

Or else, perhaps, they thought he'd found 

A mammoth* walking on his ground ; 

And having got the creature fast, 

Resolv'd to give a treat at last ; 

So ask the country to a feast, 

And barbacue the enormous beast, 

When, after such delicious food, 

A piece of cheese would do them good. 

Howe'er it was, the cheese was sent, 

The president was well content ; 



• A large beast, supposed once to have lived on the banks 
of the Ohio. 
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Thank'd the kind ladies with a grace, 
And gave the cheese a proper place ; 
And to infuse their gen'rous spirit, 
And shew his proper sense of merit, 
He to all visitors thought fit, 
To treat them with a little hit ; 
Economy, it is well known. 
Is always by this great man shewn ; 
He kept this mammoth cheese so long, 
It grew at last so hard and strong, 
It might, if wanted, well supply. 
Good bullets for an enemy ; 
For it may sometime be the case, 
As once I knew it in this place ; 
A French ship, entering the port, 
Saluted as she pass'd the fort, 
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Expecting, as was always done, 
* The fort would give direct return ; 
But no such thing, no gun was fir'd, 

* 

At which all people much admir'd ; 
Wond 'ring that they should silence keep, 
It was noon, they surely could not sleep; 
But soon the cause was buzs'd around-— 

* 

No gunpowder was to be found ; 
They bad neglectful of it been, 
So hastened to the magazine ; 
And as that place was out of town, 
And in the Old Fields distant down, 
It was at least an hour or more, 
Ere they could out a volley roar, 
To congratulate their dear allies, 
Whom they beheld with glad surprise, 
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And as it may sometime befall, 

They may forget a stock of ball, 

The cheese, perhaps, may serve one day 

To scare an enemy away ; 

At least it may appearance keep, 

And prove they are not quite asleep. 

Old Time was now, with outatretch'd wing, 

Approaching to another spring; 

When it was meant there soon should be 

A wedding in our family ; 

My husband's brother's daughter fair, 

Was to assume the matron's care : 

With winter she was to forsake 

Her father, and a husband take. 

The rooms were dressM with flow'rets gay, 

The company, in best array, 
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Convene, and pass the time away. 
Till Sol withdraws his toilkart raj ; 
When, entering the drawing-room, 
The parson shews the hour * is come ; 
The parents then fetch in the bride, 
The bridegroom walking by her side, 
Attended by the bride-maids fair, 
And bridegroomVmen, in all three pair* 
One would suppose this preparation, 
Led to a solemn celebration ; 
The matrimonial form well said, 
With serious tone devoutly read : 
Bat no such thing, tho r they confess* 
And protestants themselves profess, 

* Generally eight in the evenmc* 
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Yet at the revolution made 

No law by which the clergy* pray'd, 

That when they christen or they marry, 

They never on the service tarry ; 

The ceremony soon is o'er, 

The preacher saying little more, 

Than you take John and John take thee, 

I give my blessing heartily. 

The contract o'er, the company 

Wish the young couple health and joy ; 

Then all unite in cheerful mirth, 

The laugh, the dance, the song, goes forth ; 

Till late th' evening hours advance, 

When they all quit the song and dance, 

• The clergy in Virginia are allowed great liberty in perform 
ing any part of the church service. 
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Entering the supper-room to eat 

Some of a ligbt refreshing treat ; 

The table elegantly spread, 

With the young couple at the head ? 

Where chickens, oysters, tarts, and fruit* 

With cakes and syllabubs to suit r 

Confections, trifles, floating cream,- 

All there in high perfection seemy 

Well frosted o'er, hi met they show 

A taWe covered with sweet snow. 

TV effect b pleasing to the sight. 

Bright sparkling with the glare of light ; 

The bridegroom's men and bridemetds wait 

Upon the company in state; 

Who, when retiring, wish repose. 

And ev'ry good the world bestows- 
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But true enough it's often said, 
The brightest prospects soonest fade: 
So was it with this blushing bride. 
For ere the year was o'er she died. 
Here we, with David, may compare, 
And say, that jouth is transient fair ; 
That like a flow'r at morning's light, 
Blushes at noon, is dead at night. 
So fleeting is the loveliest bloom, 
Early condemned to £11 the tomb. 
The house so late with ilow'rets dress'd. 
When flatfring love became the guest. 
Now ev'ry part with white * was hung, 
O'er all the glasses linen flung; 
With all the outward marks of woe. 
On ev'ry box and chest they throw 

♦ The same is done whether the persom U single or married. 
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Sheets, table-cloths, whatever is white, 
To hide the furniture from sight 
In the best room, on table high. 
The dead within their coffin* lie, 
Dress'd in the clothes they us'd to wear, 
No woollen shroud is needful there. 
Three days, the longest time they save, 
Th' mouldering relics from the grave ; 
And during Sol's autumnal pow'rs, 
The grave is cles'd in thirty hours. 
No outward ornament appears, 
No gilded plate the coffin bears; 
Th' initials of the name put on, 
The day on which they died upon, 
With small brass nails, also the year, 
Is the remembrance usual there. 

• Every thing is covered -with white bat the coffin. 
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Two silken cords and tassels hound 
Twice loosely o'er the coffin round ; 
If young and single were the dead* 
White are the cords and tassels spread; 
If lately married, black and white; 
If aged, black they think is right 
A stand is near the coffin's head. 
Covert! with white, and on it spread 
A pillow, and a pray'r book there, 
Against their preacher should appear. 
For there the sermon is prepaid, 
And in the house with j'ev'rence beard ; 
It is expected eVry friend 
And every neighbour should attend, 
A compliment that few neglect, 
It being meant to show respect* 
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Their rav*rite text, while I was there, 
And general sermon, was from Blair; 
The one, whece speaking of man's doom. 
He says, " Man's gone to his long home ; 
The mourners, who at present meet, 
Will soon be walking in the street, 
" And when the coffin's no more seen, 
" Forget that such a one bad been/' 
That literally was the case, 
Of those who died within that place, 
The sermon o'er, all done their part, 
The corpse placM safely in the cart ; 
For its more like a cart than hearse, 
Their mode of drawing it is worse ; 
One shabby horse, who scarce can crawl, 
Conveys the dead, without a pall, 



OF NORFOLK. l'2i 

^ ■ " ■ ■ i ■ i. i ■ . ■■ i. . . . , , ^jj-n 

Quite open to the public eye, 
Where the deceas'd is meant to lie. 
Sometimes they're in the church-yard laid. 
Sometimes in their own garden's shade, 
Just where the burial-place remains, 
Which their old ancestors contains ; 
And those who have no vault, must laj 
In Potter's-field their senseless clay. 
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DULL winter gone, the trees once more 

Spring's gay delightful colour wore; 

The fields their lovely verdure gaui'd, 

No trace of frost or snow remain'cL 

When some young meo, brisk, gay, and hearty. 

Resolved to have a jovial party ; 

And when their friends were fast asleep, 

A little merry frolic keep ; 
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Providing in the store good cheer, 
But, not content with English beer. 
They to a cask of spirits went, 
To draw some rum was their intent ; 
EnhYning punch they thought to make, 
An<J with their merry supper take. 
Too* near they with the candle came, 
Setting the liquor in a flame; 
Which reaching ev'ry thing around, . 
The neighbours soon this danger found ; 
The alarm bell rung, the town was rais'd* 
IV adjoining stores with fury blas'd ; 
The shipping mov'd with haste away, 
Being dang'rous near the shore to stay, 



• Norfolk, in the spring of 180*, was half destroyed by this 
accident. 
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As two large ships had caught the flame, 

And dropp'd for'safety down the stream. 

The fire impetuous raging o'er 

The warehouses upon the shore, 

The streets along the wharfs soon caught, 

The inhabitants their safety sought, 

And hardly cover'd, fled away. 

In frightened tenor and dismay. 

All night the fire incessant buni'd, 

Its rage on Main-Street quickly turn'd ; 

Up Market-Street it bent its way, 

And soon that part m ashes lay: 

The town devoted seem'd to be, 

To that most cruel enemy ; 

When the wind fell, and gave the hope, 

They might prevent its further scope, 
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By blowing up some houses near. 
And leave a space from fuel clear. 
Perhaps you'll ask me, where were then 
The engines, and the engine-men? 
But, if I must the truth relate, 
They were not in a proper state. 
Two engines I believe they had, 
But they were small, and very bad, 
And could not easily be got 
To play upon the proper spot ; 
So the old fashion'd modes were try'd, 
Wet blankets on the roofs apply'd, 
While negroes on the chimnies stand. 
Receiving buckets hand from hand, 
With water from the pumps below, 
Which o'er the roofs they constant throw, 
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Trying to slake the raging flame, 
When it too near the duelling came : 
(For ev'ry person must provide 
Two bags, a wood- axe, and beside 
Should have two leather-buckets* near, 
On which their names must plain appear, 
And in the house be always seen, 
Ready for use, both whole and clean ; 
Or you a penalty must pay, 
If they should not be. in the way;) 
Till noon the fire incessant rag'd, 
And then its fury was assuag'd. 
Oft from misfortunes blessings rise, 
Our erring senses to surprise : 

•They hold about one gallon eack. 
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So this tremendous fire appear^. 
As tfhaUinftctkm chart, 
For neither that year or the next, 
Were they with yellow fever vex'd ; 
A circumstance that plainly sbow'd, 
How much they to this clearance ow'd r 
Which open'd to the air a space, 
The dirty Wappiog of the place. 
The ground prepar'd, all hands set too*. 
To build their premises anew ; 
Aad houses which before were wood, 
In bricks majestically stood* 
Now fire-proof warehouses appeared, 
And stately storehouses were rear'd ; 
The part new built by far outshone 
The other part of Norfolk town. 
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Th' old market place now being gone, 
They meant to erect a larger one ; 
So wisely put their heads together* 
To make one fit for winter weather ; 
And having architectural wit, 
Produced a plan they thought most fit : 
Tli' invention pleas'd — the structure rais'tf, 
Their ingetiuity much prais'd ; 
When an unlucky wicked skulk. 
Compared it to an old ship's hulk, 
Prop'd on some pillars, where were seen 
The butchers' shambles stuck between ; 
The covering form'd exact a deck, 
Round which a rail was placed, to check 
The fell of those who chose to try, 
If any would come op and boy ; 
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For 'twas intended, by the sage 

Who plann'd this wonder of the age, 

That all who vegetables sold, 

Should on this place their market hold ; 

But they would not the steps ascend, 

Or on the market top attend ; 

That when the market hours * were done. 

And all the people homewards gone, 

Its looks you'd certainly deplore, 

And think a wreck was wash'd on shore. 

Improvements now fill'd all the place, 

The methodists were first in grace ; 

They built a house, plain, large, and neat, 

Where they could unmolested meet 



• The market is over by eight o'clock, except a few negroes 
with pooltry. 
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The presbyterians next agreed, 
To erect a meeting-house with speed ; 
And from the north, without delay, 
A preacher fetch, with them to stay. 
The meeting-house was soon erected, 
A preacher anxiously expected ; 
Who condescended to come down, 
And try to save this heathenish town ; 
Agreed for them to preach and pray, 
And during winter with them stay ; 
But like a wise and prudent priest, 
Would in the summer be released r 
In sickly season distance keep, 
That they might not their pastor weep: 
He, provident as parsons are, 
Soon turn'd bis eyes among the fair ; 
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And singled out a girl with land, 
Negroes, and money, at command ; 
(Thus striving hard, a case most common, 
To serve at once both God and mammon.) 
She gave the preacher all her wealth, 
Taking the parson to herself; 
Who, to enjoy his stock of wealth, 
Endeavoured to preserve his health ; 
For soon as near hot July drew, 

He from his congregation flew ; 

# 

And when October cool'd the air, 
Again resum'd the shepherd's care. 
About this time the church was done, 
Which was before the fire begun, 
Upon a plan of large extent, 
Devoid of any ornament 
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The church was spacious, long, and wide, 
With double pews oa either side ; 
Large galleries above were found, 
With num'rous windows plac'd around ; 
The middle able led from the street, 
Directly to the altar's feet; 
That sacred spot was rather small, 

9 

Above it, fastened to the wall, 
The pulpit like a copper stood, 
Much like in shape, tho' made of wood ; 
No sounding board was plac'd on high, 
Oft on the steps two dogs* did lie; 
The pulpit cloth was made, it's certain* 
Of an old damask window-curtain,} 
For vet they could not one afford. 
Out of this famous borough's hoard ; 

• geloaging to the c\trgym%ru 
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As all the money they had got, 
In bricks and wood were on the spot. 
The clock, the organ, bell, and steeple, 
Must longer wait, until the people 
Can spare more dollars, and complete 
The building, which is really neat. 
The walls being dry, the windows glaz'd,. 
The pews quite done, the pulpit rats'd, 
The bishop *, on this great occasion, 
Came down to give it consecration ; 
That service might therein be said. 
He most devoutly came and prayM ; 
Bless'd the good peoples' kind endeavours. 
Hoping success would crown their labours ; 
Pray'd for the state and constitution, 
Blessing the holy institution ; 

• Bishop Madison^ 
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The president with reverence names, 

And cali'd the church, the great Saint James. 

The service o'er, the sermon given, 

The place devoted unto heaven, 

The reverend bishop kindly told, 

He would a confirmation hold ; 9 

That those who chose to stay, might be 

Confirra'd by him immediately. 

Many the blessing did embrace, 

Staying within the sacred place ; 

For since the war there had not bceny 

A sight so interesting seen ; 

Some almost tott'ring to their grave, 

Would the good bishop's blessing have ; 

/ 

And others who could hardly talk, 
Did trembling to the altar walk; 
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For many thought the present hour 
Was certainly within their power; 
But if the bishop went away, 
He might not come another day. 
The episcopalians now might pray, 
Within their church, the proper way; 
"Therefore the man who us'd to teach, 
And in the court-house gospel preach, 
Was now to prove true orthodox, 
Tho* most knew he could better box ; 
For once upon a time he fought, 
And hard at fisty-cufis was caught, 
In Market-Street, with one who hir'd 
A house he own'd, and rent desir'd ; 
But quarrelling, began to chatter, 
Agreeing to fight out the matter : 
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The standers-by diverted were. 

To see their parson fighting there; 

And ever after people thought 

But poorly of the doctrine taught, 

By one who knew not to command* 

Either his temper or his hand ; 

Who only on the Sunday* morning 

The part of clergyman performing : 

Slur'd o'er the service as he chose, 

And what he did not like refuse; 

Whene'er the Litany he read, 

The Ten Commandments were not said; 

And when he gave a lesson out, 

He told us, " thus wrote Mark about," 



• Ho afternoon service* or saint'* days kept, except St* John, 
for the mason* 
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Or " Matthew said," he careless spoke. 

For, " thus it's written in his book." 

No saint, or rev'rend accent hung 

Upon this preacher's blund'ring tongue ; 

Sometimes he'd in the sermon show 

A little energy or so; 

At other times would dully creep, 

Sending his audience half asleep. 

In English churches, from our slumbers, 

We're rous'd to sing King David's numbers. 

But where no clerk * the pray Vs attends, 

The service without Amen ends. 

Many, who thought solemnity 

Should in a place of worship be, „ 

• At Norfolk they never allowed salary enough for a»y petw 
ton to stay long as clerk. 
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Disgusted at the want of grace, 
Displayed within that holy place, 
Forsook the church, and did repair 
To join the Methodists in pray'r ; 
Whose congregation had the charm, 
Of keeping soul and body warm ; 
There never was the preacher dull, 
And always was the meeting full, 
Uniting with impressive words, 
Hymns attun'd to heav'nly chords. 
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No longer on their churches dwelling, 
But something of their playhouse telling 
Must say, it is both small and dirty, 
The audience a promiscuous party ; 
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A separate box yon cannot tale, 
So always should a party make ; 
For he who will a dollar pay, 
In any part the house may stay; 
The only difference there yon have, 
Between the master and the slave, 
Is, that the race of sable hoe 
Must from a gallery take their view ; 
Bat price the same for all who go, 
Either io the gallery or below* 
The actors generally appear 
In the warm season of the year, 
About six weeks they mostly stay, 
Tien distant go their parts to play ; 
For by the time they've niimick'd o'er, 
And murder'd plays about a score, 
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For Frenchmen find the ready way. 
To make Virginians money pay, 
The dance and song, fireworks and dice, 
Will bring the dollars in a trice ; 
Any thing new, be what it will, 
That helps an idle hour to kill. 

i 

Another garden/ oat of town, 

Shar'd with the Frenchman in renown ; 

Pleasant in ev'ry season found, 

And call'd, The Wigwam Skittle-ground; 

It's there in winter young men gb, 

To pitch the bar, or quoits to throw ; 

Crickets and bowls they often play, 

Wasting many an hour away. 

Wild beasts are sometimes brought for show ; 

Sometimes rope-dancers, passing thro' 
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The town, will stay to treat the place 
With tumbling, or a monkey race. 
A fellow one time came along, 
With a rhinoceros young and strong. 
Meaning a fortune soon to make, 
And nothing under dollars take ; 
Hiring a shed to house the beast, 
He went himself to drink and feast ; 
The dollar many thought too high, 
So chose to stay till by and by, 
When he in price might lower fall, 
Then numbers would. attend his call: 
Meanwhile the beast, as I suppose, 
Determin'd he should .not expose 
His beauty, tri'd. to spoil the fun, 
Broke from his chains*, and slowly run* 

• On a Sunday morning. 
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'Twas laughable to see the town. 
All out, to hunt the monster down ; 
Men, women, children, black and white, 
Now saw the creature with delight, 
Yet nothing paid : the man soon heard, 
The animal was loose abroad ; 
For negro entering with surprise, 
Gaping mouth, and staring eyes, 
Cry'd, massa, massa, beast he go, 
To make himself de raree show. 
The keeper stamp'd, he rav'd, and swore, 
He'd never visit Norfolk more ; 
Leaving the place,, dejected,, sad, 
Vex'd, disappointed, almost mad? 
Resolv'd to have so strong a chain, 
The brute should not escape again. 
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From sportive play and idle show* 
We now will to the market go ; 
And speak of the provisions there, 
With ev'ry kind of table fiire. 
Men mostly morning hours employ, 
And marketing, the needfuls buy* 
It being an uncommon sight, 
For females to usurp that right; 
And none but of the lowest mien 
Are ever with the hucksters seen. 
Their beef is but indifferent meat* 
It's kill'd by much too young to eat; 
But, during winter, some is brought 
From New- York, of a better sort; 
The mutton tolerably fet, 
The veal as lean as any eat. 
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No cattle is like ours indeed, 
They cannot boast so fine a breed ; 
The cows are small! the calves are sold 
About the time they're four weeks old* 
The lamb is sometimes fine*enoug£, 
Tho' ofiener very skinny stuff; 
Pork, you're sure is always good, 
They live so richly in the wood, 
Feasting on the very prime 
Of peaches, all the summer time ; 
Oppossums too, when not too big, 
Are brought, and often sold for pig ; 
Bear's flesh may frequently be had, 
And ven'son too, but thin and bad. 
The beef in price is mostly found 
At fourpenoe half-penny a pound, 
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And is the only meat they weigh ; 
The rest you always take away 

« 

In joints, or quarters, as you like, 

Aad with the seller bargain strike. 

Poultry are generally fine, 

Without some sort, few people dine ; 

Turkies are often, very large, 

For which they seven and sixpeuce charge ; 

But mostly, when they're young and nice, 

A dollar is a fine one's price *. 

For geese you half a dollar pay, 

The giblets tho' they keep away ; 

A quarter dollar, duck or chicken, 

When on their bones there's ought worth' picking. 

Rabbits are seldom seen, or hares, 

The few 'they sell are caught in snares. 

• The price of poultry ready to dress. 
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Racoons are also brought for sale, 
The little squirrels never fail ; 
When in a pie, or nicely fri'd, 

4 

They are by many much enjoy'd. 
Small birds, that ev'ry taste may hit, 
They bring from blackbirds to tom-tit, 
Which in a bunch they closely tie, 
And you may for a trifle buy. 
The partridges are small and good, 
But seldom venture from the wood ; 
And are so scarce, that those who buy, 
And want to make a partridge pie *, 
Are glad when they can get a few, 
Upon some other birds to strew, 



* Reckoned a great dainty; the partridge* generally cost 
fturpence halfpenny a piece. 
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Well season'd by a clever cook, 

And then they're all for partridge took ; 

These birds, which epicures regale, 

Are smaller than ad English quail. 

Of fish they're many sorts, it's true, 

But none that's very fine to view ; 

The firmest sort that can be found, 

Are rocks, from seven to forty pound ; 

They are a white and solid fish, 

Making a truly valued dish; 

In shape like cod, from head to toil, 

And cover'd with a shining scale. 

But all fish lovers most admire, 

And more than any sort desire, 

Their fine sheep's-head, which all declaim, 

^Surpasses any turbot here. 
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Fine raummychog * are to be had* 
With tailors, alewives, drum, and shad, 
Sword-fish, sun-fish, dog-fish, skip-jack. 
Cat-fish, black-fish, and stickleback* 
Another fish, much prized, they seek, 
Bringing to town from Tanner's creek ; 
A horn proclaims the hoggish near, 
Quickly the light horsemen appear ; 
Upon a shabby nag they ride, 
A pannier loaded on each side, 
With fish so fresh that people hunt 
Their coming in, to hear them grunt ; 
Declaring, that if fresh they're found, 
You certainly may hear the sound! 
Perhaps, being us'd the pigs to hear, 
The sound's for ever in their ear* 

• Karnes of sea fish; the sun-fish the only flat •*«, 
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Prawns, clams, and crabs, are plenty there, 
Soft crabs * alone are very dear ; 
They're fine if fry'd, and not too large, 
For twelve they eighteen pence will charge. 
The other crabs you cheap may buy, 
Eighteen for fourpence halfpenny ; 
Tarrapinsf also may be bought. 
Their price is generally a groat. 
Lobsters and Salman are not there, 
Sometimes they're brought, tho' very dear ; 
The salmon pickled, tho' a treat, 
Few but the Europeans eat. 
One year a boat of lobsters came, 
We were rejoic'd to hear the name ; 

• Before they are shelled, 
t A small sea tortoise. 



CUSTOMS GENERAL IN VIRGINIA. 157 



■ ■■■^t— H«i 



But I was struck with some surprise, 
When I beheld the lobster's size, 
Which was the smallest could be found, 
And weigh'd above a dozen pound ; 
They told me there were some so great. 
That fifty pounds was judg'd their weight. 
I look'd upon the one I'd got, 
And bid them put it in the pot ; 
Hardly a negro would go near, 
They ey'd the creature with such fear, 
And said, it must the devil be, 
Nor would they eat it to be free ; 
And when the thing was fit to eat, 
Both dry and coarse we found the meat; 
Nor wish'd for lobsters any more, 
While absent from my native shore. 



. i* 
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Here let me not forget to tell, 
How very cheap the fruits they sell ; 
Peaches ii\ plenty you may see, 
Always two dqaen, often three ; 
Sometimes Jour dozen you may buy, 
Quite fresh, for fourpence halfpenny; 
In Norfolk they are rather small, 
Yet good the flavour of them all* 
Melons in quantities appear, 
Tho' call'd at nmepenoe very dear, 
Such as in England would be thought 
Cheap if for seven shillings bought. 
The water melon most they love, 
I never could the fruit approve ; 
It was so very light and sweet, 
It did not seem as fit to eat. 
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Melting so quickly in the mouth. 
Like syllabub and trifle froth ; 
Yet during autumn's sultry air, 
Its coolness was delicious fare ; 
Their general size I must compare* 
To a two gallon tarthen jar; 
Three of these melons may be got 
For ninepence, when the weather's hot 
Tho' pine-apples do not abound, 

■ 

Or grow upon Virginia's ground, 
Tet they in multitudes appear, 
Towards the autumn of the year ; 
From the Bahamas they are brought, 
And readily at market bought; 
Providence Isle * sends most supplies, 
Of flavour fine, and moderate size ; 

• One of the largest of the Bahamas* 
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Which if a Londoo fruiterer sold, 
Would each produce a piece of gold, 
Aud half a guinea would not buy, ■ 
Such as niuepence will supply. 
The common fruit is very poor, 
They soon are ripe, and soon are o'er; 
Strawberries, cherries, plumbs, and pears, 
No one with English fruit compares ; 
Of apples they have no great choice, 
Nor any that are very nice ; 
The sort they reckon best of all, 
Is what they father Abram call, 
Very dark red upon the skin, 
And paler red the flesh within. 
The apple which all people prize, 
Both for its flavour and its size, 



i 
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Is from New- York, for there its grown, 
And thro' America well-known. 
Their nuts*, black walnuts, persirains, 
Kiscatoma nuts, and Chinquapins, 
With others, whose hard names to tell, 
I neither know, or how to spell ; 
But think I have sufficient shown, 
To make Columbia's fruits well known. 
I've spoke of flesh, of fowl, and fish, 
And mention'd many a favVite dish ; 
But little of their cookery shown, 
Or way of doiug it made known,. 
Must now declare they mostly spoil, 
Whate'er they stew, or fry, or boil; 



* Names of nuts; except the persirain, which i» a small frost 
apple. 
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Id broth, or soup, in ha*fc, Or pte, 
You'll sure a piece of tatotl spy ; 
Whatever you eat, the s*me tike taste. 
Bacon* for fri'd, and tartf for ptste $ 
Ham, greens, fowl, ptJMl&ug, «ft coitibfal* 
In the same pot their tastes to joku 
And meat, bak'd in an iron pot, 
Has little taste, but burnt and- hotf; 
Custom alone can reconcile 
An European to the style ; 
But hunger holds a sovereign sway, 
Loudly saying, we must obey ; 
That you must many things o'erlook, 
Where you're to have a negro cook. 

* Titty fry every thing with fat bacon. 
t A kind of camp oven, that serves either to bake or boil in* 
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The firing constantly » wood, 
The native coals not being good-; 
But English coal or wood requite, 
To make a clear arid lively lite ; 
Thafs only done on gala days, 
When you wouldinave a cheerful blaae. 
For wood and coal together spoil 
The ashes, which they always boil 
With grease and far, wbitb long they save, 
That they may soap in winter hi ve. 
Their candles too they often make; 
And for that purpose carefUl take; 
All fat they can for a supply, 
That they no soap or oandksbu^ 
For common use, when ariy tight 
Serve homefabld negroes in the night ; 
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For parlour use they generally 

Good spermaceti caudles buy. 

From such economy and care, 

We'll seek th' inhabitants of air; 

Singing-birds they've few to namey 

The mockrbird only worthy fame; . 

Much like a thrush its form appears, 

Mimicking every thing it hears* 

The red-bird's plumage charms the sight, 

His notes give not so much delight ; 

For in the spring, and at the fall, 

He only has a whistling call. 

The humming-bird I must describe, 

That smallest of the feather'd tribe ; 

That visitor of transient stay, 

Who seeks the flow'rs of blooming May, 
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Shioiog with scarlet, green, and gold, 

And purple, beauteous to behold ; 

The wings so delicately fine, 

So clear the various colours shine, 

That when from flow'r to flow'r they rove, 

You hardly see their pinions move ; 

And when their little bill Ihey press, 

The honey sweetness to express, 

A gentle buzzing sound they make, 

As from the flow'r their food they take. 

No other birds are worthy note, 

Or famous for a vocal throat, 

Tbo* great variety are seen, 

Of plumage yellow, blue, and green. 

I'll not say much of butterflies, 

Musquitoes, ants, or fiery flies ; 
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Locusts, tobacco-worms, a*i4 dug^ 
Death-horses, or the, h^rd-sfceJM kwk 
Large spiders, or enormQtt&frogfc 
Who croak in poncfe, tiro^ffWfcft W& hop 
The bull-ftog| are th£ tag* t siafe 
And much like lowiipg is Aftfe nowe ; 
With many frog* of var^m* awnfe 
With which the margfey 0§*t qt**¥0l)fc; 
Often, when you ** feto\4fcf 1*& 
You'll hear a awaking seiftnfito 
Snakes, tho' various afgtptiiirotrefc 
They seldom to the to*p*i$pajft; 
So no description I shall mftfce* 
Of either glass*, or, rajjfe-sjiikf ;. 
I've not the coach-whip^ o* Uftgree*, 
The mocasin, or wampum sees ; 

* Names of snakes in Virginia. 
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Nor, while I in Virgkiia stay'd, 

Saw ought to make the heart afraid ; 

No wond'rous beast rush'd from &e wood. 

And in terrific wildness stood, 

With gaping mou*h»and iatyeyes* 

My English senses to surprise* 

Cattle in plenty, poor and; lean* 

Daily within the streets were seen,; 

For hardly work'd, and badly fed, 

A wretched life the creatures led ; 

And far more want the pitying tear, 

Than any negro living there. 

For in the towns where I have been, 

Negroes well treated I have seen,; 

Well cloth'd and fed they? mostly were* 

i 

When sick attended with great care; 
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And many bring them up so well, 
They go to school, to read and spelt ; 
For in the church, and meeting too, 
They've seats for those who chuse to go ; 
In the old church they are allow'd 
To meet together in a crowd, 
Where some old negro of tlie place, 
Fir'd with enthusiastic grace, 
Roars in his motley audience ears, 
A string of jargon, he calls pray'rs. 
For take whatever pains you may, 
They'll only worship their own way ; 
And have preferr'd, before the rest, 
The Anabaptists, as the best; 
Dipping on Sundays in the Creek, 
The converts who that doctrine seek. 
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'lie tall barks, by fury toss'd, 
tremendous billows tost z 
iiou sea! thy briny waves 
>' a shipwreck'd mortal laves ; 
from his children torn, 
left his fate to mount ; 
1 bride, Whose hope sad 4ieteb 
d ev'ry pltjafti ng theme* 
iv pov/r should angry prove, 
Vom bliss ber promis'd love. 
inorse!ess> canst divide* 
bands which love bad ti'i; 
oture ob thy waves/ • 
on their opening g*aveS> 
scape, and reach the land, 
rough life, to bless the hand 
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Felt the dire pang tliat ra^ks tftye heart, 
When long-lov'd friend for ever pari y 
Unmark'd, but by one female slave, 
Prepared ray husband for his grave; 
The winding-sheet I round frm laid, 
With heart-felt anguish, thus I pray'd; 
O ! thou who now hast cail'd him, home,, 
And sign'd eternally his doom, 
O! grant, when I'm consign'*! to reei, 
My end may be' as greatly hkss'd ; 
As calmly may I leave all care, 
As he who now lies quiet here. 
At my last words the coffin lid. 
For ever from my eye-sight hid 
The man for whom I chose to leave 
My friends, and in Virginia live. 
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The funeral past, my wktow'd hours 

No longer felt exejtfptfs pftrfrs ; 

Now be for vqbftft IW bor^e ihe chja&gfe 

From social \\fy to see^e* so strange, 

No longer cheer/4 me wi^ a qwfe 

Or soothing wonfc Up^<coplfl feegnjl** 

My anxious and unsetlfet «M» 

Or calm my cares with, Wftnts IripcL 

No tie was left my ^tyft tp cj^ih 

Again I sought ^m^^i^m; 

With pleasure, words, can atfe* d$sjftibe, 

Left all the Pochaboflfe's • tctfre ; 

Their trees, tbeij; nflgaoeg, Qgd; they ijeldt, 

With all the sweets Yugtaft yields.; 

• She was the daughter of Powhatan, a famous Indian chief ; 
she married a Virginian, whose name was. tyrif, from vrkfrk 
marriage the best families in Virginia are proud to acknow- 
ledge they sprang. 



172 CUSTOMS GENERAL IN VIRGINIA. 

* . , 

Nor ever more desire to find, 
Such pride and poverty combiti'd. 
And when we by Cape Henry * pass'd. 
And of Cape Charles* we saw the last, 
Rejoic'd, when almost past the view, 
I wav'd my hand, and said, adieu ! 
I shall not on the voyage dwell, 
Nothing material there befell, 
Either to grieve or give delight, 
Till we saiFd ne'er the Isle of Wight ; 
And saw the chalky cliffs once more, 
The beauties of my native shore ; 
And the South Foreland light beheld, 
As we our course for London held; 
Stood for some time, the change to mark, 
Half minute light, half minute dark ; 

9 

• The capes of Virginia. 
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Which seem'd to me a brighter light, 
Than Sol in his meridian height. 
Soon to Gravesend we closely drew, 
Aud the church steeples met our view ; 
The merry bells were ringing gay, 
To hail our * sovereign's natal day ; 
Rejoicing o'er the auspicious hour, 
When he was born to regal pow'r : 
Long may he live, his people's joy, 
Nor sorrow mingle,, to alloy 
The calm content his heart must know, 
Whose Maker is his trust below. 
A striking clock f the hour declares, 
A sound I had not heard for years ; 

• The birth-day, 1807. 
t There was neither church bell or clock in Norfolk. 
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